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“... your program will eliminate to a large extent many 


practices which have led to delays in arriving at 


constructive results.” 
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N advocating an extension of repetitive 
i manufacture to heavy power apparatus, 
General Electric was particularly conscious of 
the manufacturing economies that could be 
expected, with consequent cost savings to 
the buyer. 


Many of the utility men who have reviewed 
this proposal, however, were quick to point 
out other benefits resulting from further sim- 
plification and standardization of design. The 
writer quoted above, for example, stressed 
the fact that time and effort might be saved if 
one could “write a specification in a single 
line.” Another brought up the possibility of 
greatly shortened delivery time, as heavy 
apperatus took on more of the characteristics 





of a shelf item. Maintenance savings were 
among the benefits emphasized by others. 


All of the comment shows agreement on 
one point: the need for co-operative action by 
buyers and builders alike if the full potenti- 
alities of repetitive manufacture are to be 


_ realized. Thus, design engineering can be 


concentrated on fundamentals, and manu- 
facturing can proceed with fewer modifi- 
cations from unit to unit. 


May we count on your organization to 
work with us in this direction. General Elec- 
tric Company, Schenectady, N. Y. 


GENERAL @& ELECTRIC 


301-108-170 


Every week 192,000 G-E employees purchase more than «a million dollars’ worth of War Bonds. 
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Allot Interior Department 
$87,672,580 Budget 


House bill represents $26,279496 budget reduction—Criticizes Recla- 
mation Bureau’s power policy—Obliterates unexpended funds for 
transmission line construction—Measure now before Senate 


The Senate had before it this week a 
bill appropriating $87,672,580 for the 
Interior Department for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1945. The bill passed the 
House last week after considerable criti- 
cism of the department for its draft de- 
ferment policy, its administration of In- 
dian Affairs and the proclivity of the 
Reclamation Bureau for the develop- 
ment of power projects at the expense 
of reclamation work. 

Reporting the measure to the House, 
the Appropriations Committee said: 

“The committee is of the opinion 
that officials in the department responsi- 
ble for administration of the reclama- 
tion law should reappraise the original 
intent and purpose of that legislation. 
The committee wishes to point out that 
the reclaiming of arid lands by the con- 
struction of reclamation projects is and 
always has been the primary reason for 
the establishment of the Bureau of 
Reclamation, and that the installation of 
hydroelectric power is a secondary and 
incidental consideration. The committee 
believes that in some recent instances 
this has not been the policy of the de- 
partment and it strongly urges a rever- 
sion to the original purposes and princi- 
ples of the Federal Reclamation Act.” 

The committee emphasized its criti- 
cism by slashing Budget Bureau requests 
for the Department by $9,151,627. 


As passed by the House, the bill rep- 
resented a reduction of $26,279,496 
from the money appropriated for the 
department for the fiscal year ending 
next June 30, which had been criticized 
by the department as insufficient. 

The Bonneville Power Administration 
was given $3,686,540 out of its unex- 
pended construction funds, a reduction 
of about $300,000 from the amount 
asked and recommended by the Budget 
Bureau. An amendment asking $254,- 
000 for expenses in developing loads to 
replace war loads subject to cancellation 
was defeated. 

The Southwest Power Administration 
was given $140,000 out of its revenues 
for marketing of power from Grand 
River, Denison and Norfork dams in- 
Oklahoma, Texas and Arkansas re- 
spectively. This was a cut of $10,000 
from the request. The committee paid 
tribute to the administration and its di- 
rector, Douglas G. Wright, for its part 
in “the integration of power in the 
Southwest, both private and public, and 
its distribution over a vast area to pro- 
vide sufficient power for war purposes 
to the satisfaction of all concerned . . .” 

In slashing the Reclamation Bureau’s 
request from $19,125,200 to $13,783,200, 
the committee criticized as “unsound 
and unfair” the failure to pay money in 
lieu of taxes. It said: 


“Another fundamental question on 
which the committee wishes to express 
an opinion is that having to do with the 
sale of power developed in connection 
with reclamation projects and dis- 
tributed into a competitive market. The 
committee believes that under the pres- 
ent conditions, this practice is unsound 
and unfair, and that the construction 
of transmission lines, substations and so 
forth results in taking much valuable 
property off the tax rolls to the detri- 
ment of the tax structure in many com- 
munities. It is the consensus of the 
committee that in establishing power 
rates for the sale of project power, the 
department and other federal agencies 
concerned should take these factors into 
consideration and that the additional 
sums received through increased rates 
should be applied to payments in lieu 
of taxes where justified and in reim- 
bursing the government for the con- 
struction costs of the power and irriga- 
tion features of such projects. In sup- 
port of its recommendation, the com- 
mittee calls attention to power opera- 
tions of the Tennessee Valley Authority, 
which, it is estimated, will pay to states 
and counties in lieu of taxes, during the 
fiscal year 1944, the sum of $2,155,000. 
The committee recommends that a sim- 
ilar policy should apply to federal 
reclamation projects and that such leg- 
islation as is necessary to put the pro- 
gram into effect should be enacted.” 


Advocates rate cuts 


Rep. Jerry Voorhis, California Demo- 
crat, attacked the recommendation on 
the floor. He argued that “revenues 
should of course be used where possi- 
ble for payment in lieu of taxes,” but 
insisted that “the way to increase rev- 
enues is to reduce rates where economi- 
cally feasible and to induce greatly 
increased volume of consumption. . . .” 
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In what was apparently a slap at the 
bureau for constructing a transmission 
line from Shasta Dam to Oroville, Cal., 
in spite of its express denial of the right 
to use funds for that purpose in the last 
appropriation report, the committee cut 
the reclamation budget by $2,735,000 
and then authorized the use of that 
amount, remaining in unexpended ap- 
propriations for transmission lines, for 
the purpose for which such sum was 
asked in this bill. By thus obliterating 
the available unexpended funds for 
transmission line construction, the com- 
mittee removed the possibility of 
another Shasta-Oroville incident, for 
the line was built out of unexpended 
construction balances after the com- 
mittee had recommended that no 
funds be expended on the line, which 
the Pacific Gas & Electric Co. offered 
to build. 


Macomber Assigned 
New Duties by OWU 


Alexander Macomber, chief of the 
Office of War Utilities’ Manufactured 
Gas Division, took over its Fuel and 
Allocations Division this week, replac- 
ing William A. Lyons, who returned to 
his peacetime job as controller of the 
New York-Pennsylvania-New Jersey 
properties of the Associated Gas & Elec- 
tric system. 

Macomber will remain as chief of the 
Manufactured Gas Division. Edwin 
Fleischmann, assistant chief to Lyons, 
will leave the fuel and allocations 
branch May 15 to take a position as 
consulting engineer with Gilbert Asso- 
ciates, Inc., New York, doing rate and 
contract work. Fleischmann formerly 
did rate and contract analysis for the 
Niagara Hudson system, going to 
WPB’s Power Division in May, 1942. 

Lyons joined WPB in September, 
1942. to replace OWU Director Edward 
Falck, who left the fuel and allocations 
section to be assistant to J. A. Krug 
when he left the directorship of the old 
Power Division to become WPB’s direc- 
tor of priorities. Macomber went to 
the WPB staff in September, 1942, from 
his consulting engineering firm in 
Boston—Macomber and West. 


Utility Sale to Co-ops 


Associated Electric Co., a unit of the 
Associated Gas & Electric Corp., has 
announced that it had contracted to sell 
the Ohio-Midland Light & Power Co. to 
three rural electric co-operatives in Ohio 
for $2,115,000. Application for approval 
of the deal has been made with the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission. 
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Will Ask Rehearing 
on Furman Shoals 


Possibility of a test case on the Fed- 
eral Power Commission’s jurisdiction 
over dam sites on non-navigible streams 
was seen recently in the Georgia Power 
Co.’s notice that it will file a petition for 
rehearing on an FPC order directing it 
to apply for and accept a license before 
completing its Furman Shoals project 
on Georgia’s Oconee River. 

FPC’s order, issued recently, was 
based on a refinement of the famed New 
River case won by FPC more than three 
years ago when the Supreme Court, in 
a sweeping decision, required the licens- 
ing by FPC of the Appalachian Power 
Company’s $11,000,000 project on Vir- 
ginia’s New River. The New River was 
navigable at the dam site. FPC makes 
no claim that the Oconee is navigable 
at the Furman Shoals site, but bases its 
order upon the fact that a dam there 
would affect the 150-mile navigable por- 
tion of the Oconee between Milledge- 
ville, Ga., four miles below Furman 
Shoals, and its confluence with the Oc- 
mulgee River. On this basis, FPC 
argues, the dam is subject to federal 
license. 

FPC’s order was also unusual in 
that it directed the company not only 
to apply for a license but also to accept 
one_before resuming work. 

The company began construction of 
the dam in 1929 but halted it, uncom- 
pleted, two years later because of the 
depression. Two years ago it filed no- 
tice of intent to resume work. Hearings 
on that notice led to the recent order. 
President Preston Arkwright of the com- 
pany was quoted as commenting that: 

“T cannot say with certainty that we 
wil] ever be able to complete the plant.” 


SEC’s Right to Define 
Curb “Vicinity” Upheld 


The third U. S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals in Philadelphia ruled recently 
that the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission had authority to define the 
trading “vicinity” of the New York 
Curb Exchange as it applied to a par- 
ticular security. 

The National Association of Securi- 
ties Dealers, Inc., challenged the SEC’s 
authority to define such a vicinity in 
connection with its grant of unlisted 
trading privileges to the 4 percent first 
mortgage bonds of the Kentucky Utili- 
ties Co. 

In a unanimous opinion handed down 
by Judge John Briggs, Jr.. the court 
held that under the act of Congress the 
SEC has the power to define what con- 
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stitutes the “vicinity” of the Curb on 
“sound reasoning,” based upon trading 
activity and general distribution of «4 
security, and with consideration fo; 
protection of the public. 


Find Laws Violated 
by Wage Increases 


Los Angeles Board of Water and 
Power commissioners nursed unhapp, 
thoughts of federal penitentiaries and 
an A.F.L. local recently when a com- 
mittee of five wage experts they had 
engaged to survey the department's 
wage structure advised them they had 
violated a string of board, city and fed. 
eral rules and laws in granting em. 
ployees a $10 monthly wage increase 
following their power-crippling strike 
in February. 

The report, which rudely awakened 
commissioners as they were contemplat- 
ing an additional $5 raise (to meet 
fully union demands), found the wage 
boost was in defiance of the City Char- 
ter, a board rule in keeping with federal 
wage stabilization laws, and various 
other laws including those of the Na- 
tional War Labor Board. 

Board President James B. Agnew 
immediately blamed the A.F.L. Interna- 
tional Brotherhood of Electrical Work- 
ers local, which led half the depart- 
ment’s 5,700 employees in the higher- 
wage strike, charging the union with 
repeated attempts to force its will upon 
the city. 

The committee, headed by Dr. Vernon 
D. Keeler, onetime Jaw professor and 
federal wage authority, pointed to the 
Little Steel formula and showed depart- 
ment wages were almost 15 percent 
above its wage increase line. 

Agnew, stating that “grave liability 
may be resting on board members” and 
that he “did not care to go on with the 
responsibility,” moved to rescind the 
two $5 increases granted during and 
subsequent to the strike, but the motion 
was not seconded. 

The board hastily turned the report 
over to the city legal department for an 
inquiry. 


Plan $500,000 Expenditure 


Winnipeg Electric Co. generated 
1,110 million kw-hr. of power during 
1943, but still had 20,000 hp. available 
for new industries in the Winnipeg 
area, W. H. Carter, president, stated at 
the recent annual meeting. The com- 
pany will expend $500,000 this year in 
extensions and improvements to its elec- 
tric service, Mr. Carter said. 
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2EA Investigators Probe 
NRECA Convention Talk 


D. Nicholson, REA Deputy Chief, tells Senate committee statement 
was misinterpreted—Senators flout recommendation by Secretary 
Wickard that Nicholson testify as to operation of REA 


The Senate subcommittee investigat- 
, the Rural Electrification Adminis- 
tion last week questioned and dis- 
issed from the stand an REA attorney 
ho. it was charged, told delegates to a 
nvention of the National Rural Elec- 
Co-operative Association that he 
id. under certain circumstances, ad- 
.. “to hell with the law, go ahead and 
it.’ (Evecrricat Worip, April 4, 
14. page 68.) 
The witness was Vincent D. Nichol- 
», REA deputy administrator and gen- 
21 counsel, who insisted that his re- 
ark had been “wholly facetious.” 
‘ter hearing Nicholson’s testimony on 
« incident, the committee dismissed 
m without questioning him as to mat- 
rs under investigation, despite recom- 
endations earlier in the probe by Sec- 
tary of Agriculture Claude R. Wick- 
rd and others that he be brought to 
be stand. The committee had been told 
hat Nicholson. through his long service 
ta top REA executive, was one of the 
st possible sources of information™ 
iilable to the committee. 
\long with this came indications that 
REA investigation is nearing the 
1 of a tangled trail down which it 
ated last December. Chairman Elli- 
oD. Smith, South Carolina Democrat, 
ji ELecrricat Wortp. lie plans to in- 
luce a bill removing: REA from the 
rsdiction of the Agriculture Depart- 
ent when the committee’s report has 
en written. He said one more wit- 
NRECA’s Executive Manager 
ide T. Ellis, now a naval officer, will 
heard before the report is compiled, 
| added the investigation would be 
out finished” with Ellis’ testimony. 
expressed indifferente to the fate of 
resolution, seeking an additional 
00 for the investigation, now pend- 
¢ before the Senate, which has been 
uctant throughout to finance the 





Nicholson, who has been with REA 
ce its organization in 1935, was 
‘ed whether he had told an NRECA 
vention meeting that in his dual 
pacity as deputy administrator and 
neral counsel he coufd, if he disliked 
proposition, rule it out as a lawyer 
b the basis of illegality, but that if he 
ed it. he could, as deputy, tell him- 
fas counsel: 
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“To hell with the law, go ahead and 
do it.” 

When Nicholson said he was not sure 
those were his words, Beedy brought to 
the stand the shorthand reporter who 
made the transcript, and elicited from 
him testimony that the transcript was 
accurate. 

Senator Smith, on Nicholson’s return 
to the stand, declared that if the state- 
ment were accurate, the committee 
would have no further interest in testi- 
mony by Nicholson. The REA deputy 
was allowed to make a statement in 
which he termed the statement “abso- 
lutely and wholly facetious.” He “de- 
nied categorically” that the statement 
represented his real attitude and prac- 
tice. and insisted that it was a remark 
made in return to a jovially facetious 
introduction before a group which 


he “knew intimately.” He agreed that 
the remark was “inept,” but insisted 
that his audience knew that the remark 
was intended to convey a meaning ex- 
actly the opposite of what it appeared 
to mean. He expressed surprise that it 
could be construed as actually meaning 
what it said and asked that he be judged 
by the committee on his testimony under 
oath rather than on the “facetious” 
statement from the NRECA convention 
transcript. 

Committee Counsel Carroll L. Beedy 
read into the record the two paragraphs 
of the introduction to which Nicholson 
referred as having set the stage for the 
remark. They contained nothing of a 
facetious nature. Beedy did not go 
further into the transcript to establish 
the presence or absence of the “face- 
tious” opening remarks which Nichol- 
son said evoked his comment. 

Senators Smith and Shipstead, criti- 
cized Nicholson for the statement. 

Judson King, long-time public power 
crusader, told the Senate Agricultural 
Subcommittee investigating the Rural 
Electrification Administration last week 
that a “terrific battle” will be fought 
between REA co-ops and the private 
power industry for remaining rural 
business after the war. 

King said private company opposition 








BORROWED TRANSFORMERS—When wartime conditions recently caused a serious 
delay in the delivery of transformers to Utah Power & Light Co.’s hydro-electric gen- 
erating station at Riverdale, three giant transformers weighing 27 tons each were 
“borrowed” from Idaho Power Co.’s system near Pocatello and trucked more than 100 
miles to the point of installation. The transformers provide the final link in supplying 
the Ogden area with an additional source of electric power. They step the current down 
from 132,000 to 44,000 volts. To move the transformers it was necessary first to drain 
more than 3,000 gailons of oil from each of the three 
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to the REA program, consisting of spite 
lines, opposition to REA before state 
regulatory commissions and in lobbying 
before legislatures for acts restrictive 
to REA development, had hampered the 
REA program in spite of the fact that 
REA was limited by law to operations 
“which utilities declined to do.” He 
estimated that there would be 1.500- 
REA co-ops in existence today rather 
than somewhat more than 800 if pri- 
vate electric companies had not op- 
posed REA so vigorously. 

King was followed to the stand by 
Paul H. Appleby, now assistant director 
of the Budget Bureau and formerly 
Undersecretary of Agriculture, who tes- 
tified that there had been no attempt 
to get farmer co-op members out of 
their financial depth in the policy pro- 
mulgated directing that only the ability 
of a project to pay for itself be consid- 
ered in selecting conductor (ELECTRICAL 
Wor ip, Jan. 22, 1944, page 129). 


Northwest “Mystery Load” 
Discussed in House 


The Northwest’s vast “Mystery 
Load,” the nature of which is unknown 
even to the men who supply the power, 
was discussed publicly for the first time 
on the floor of the House last week by 
Rep. Homer D. Angell, Oregon Repub- 
lican, who estimated that “it will con- 
sume more power than presently used 
in the environs of Portland, represent- 
ing a population of around half a 
million.” 

Angell said he could say “with pro- 
priety” that the load “represents a new 
weapon of warfare, developed by new 
manufacturing processes, that will turn 
large volumes of electricity into the 
most important projectile yet devel- 
oped.” 

Angell told the House to beware of 
cutting appropriations for the Bonne- 
ville Power Administration, which 
serves the load, lest the manufacture 
of the new weapon be endangered. 


Lift Aluminum, Zinc Curb 


WPB has lifted restrictions on the 
use of aluminum and zinc in nuts, bolts, 


washers and name and _ identification 
plates used on busways, and has al- 
lowed the use of aluminum, but not 


zinc, for finishing or plating of cases. 
The action was taken in an amendment 
to Order L-273, which also permits un- 
limited manufacture of busways not ex- 
ceeding 100 ft. in length for repair. 
extension or rearrangement of existing 
systems. 
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Preserve Private System, 
Utility Men Exhorted 


G. B. Buck in address before the Rocky Mountain Electrical Leag 
says industry must make choice — Future problem seen 
in surplus power — Rate trends discussed 


With 160 in attendance, the Rocky 
Mountain Electrical League held its 
most successful spring conference in 
the history of the organization when 
members from Colorado, Wyoming, 
South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas and 
New Mexico convened recently for a 
two-day meeting at Denver, Colo., afte1 
a two-year war vacation. Theme note of 
the conference was sounded by G. B. 
Buck, vice-president, Public Service 
Co, of Colorado, when he said: “The 
only way out of this thing is to sell our- 
selves out. The No. 1 job of our indus- 
try and that of every other business is 
to re-establish and preserve the private 
industry system, otherwise we will have 


no industry and no jobs. We must 
choose between going forward under 


regimented planned economy or going 
forward under private enterprise. If 
you do not make the choice, it will be 
made for you.” The industry will be 
confronted with the greatest surplus 
power problem in its history. and speak- 
ing for his own company, his sales plans 
call for doubling residential, commer- 
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cial and industrial sales “by noon » 
the first day” after the go signa). 

In discussing rate trends, © 
Flower, engineer, Colorado  Pybjj 
Utilities Commission, said he feare 
future rate reductions would he |e 
frequent and less in amount hecay 
of the alarming rate of increase in {eq 
eral taxes. 

Majority of papers and discussig 
dealt with the problem of carrying , 
under the maze of orders, rules, regu) 
tions, directives and policies of WP} 
OWU, WMC, WLB, selective seryj 
etc. Speakers agreed that many 
the regulations and restrictions 4 
necessary under war conditons, but ay 
looking to the day when they can ¢ 
back to normal. 

Encroachment of REAs under fe 
eral or court order into territories serve 
by private and municipal utilities | 
Colorado and other states is drawin 
to a head a fight between private an 
municipal utilities and the state regu! 
tory body on the one hand and RE 


et al, on the other, to determi 4° 
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AT SPRING CONFERENCE—Problems of the electrical industry were topics of di 








istri 


by engineers, accountants and commercial men at the spring conference of the Ro@j,,.. 


Mountain Electrical League held recently in Denver, Colo. (L. to r.): W. 8. Bennis 
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Southern Colorado Power Co., Pueblo, Colo., accounting section chairman; Joseph @.. 


Pitts, Home Gas & Electric Co., Greely. Colo., and Dick Isaacs, merchandising divisi¢ 
Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co., Denver 
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ESSON IN ELECTRONICS—Some of the mysiery was taken out of electronics by Don 
> Caverly, chief engineer of Sylvania Electric Products, Inc., with his new display 
nd demonstration board when he spoke before a joint meeting of the Rocky Mountain 
hapter, LE.S., Rocky Mountain Electrical League and International Association of 
lectrical Inspectors, held recently at Denver, Colo. 


hether states still have any rights or 
hether the federal government is to 
ke over, declared one speaker. 
Accounting and sales promotion sec- 
ions in their respective sessions drew 
mclusions that: (a) Accountants are 
ore important than ever due partly to 
overnment regulations which sharpen 
pcchnique and partly to the fact that 
pany utilities are now “orphans” and 
pust rely on their own resourcefulness, 
nstead of depending on a holding com- 
any’s policy to direct them; (b) sales- 
hen will be in keen competition with 
hose of other industries to obtain for 
he electrical industry its share of the 
msumer’s post-war dollar. and (c) 
he sales job can and will be done if the 
dustry has soundly conceived plans 
nd all branches of the business co- 
erate in maintaining sound policies 
rough legitimate channels of dis- 
ibution. 


JDs Form Association 


Combining to contribute to mutual 
onomic and industrial development, 
rogress and prosperity, public utility 
istrict commissioners in 13 counties 
ave formed the Eastern Washington 
ublic Utility District Association, it 
4s announced recently in Spokane. 
ash. Listed as its chief objective is 
¢ acquisition of properties of private 
wer companies necessary for the suc- 
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cess of the public power system. Re- 
quests will also be made for delivery of 
large blocks of low-cost power to the 
counties in the post-war period in an- 
ticipation of future power loads to 
serve agriculture, forestry. mining and 
industrial needs. 


Medford Acquisition 
Opposed in Suit 


A taxpayers’ action to block city ac- 
quisition of the private electric utility 
system at Medford, Wis.. was filed in 
Taylor county circuit court recently by 
five members of an anti-muncipal owner- 
ership “citizens committee,” a_ hotel 
company, and the Lake Superior Dis- 
trict Power Co. 

The suit was the latest legal step in 
the power company’s nine-year-long 
fight against city purchase of the utility, 
and follows a state supreme court ruling 
of less than two months ago which 
unanimously held that the city could 
purchase the plant at the price of $131.,- 
600, as fixed by the Public Service Com- 
mission. 

The action recently begun in circuit 
court contended that if the city pur- 
chased the plant, it would be exceeding 
its legal debt limitation. The suit seeks 
to restrain, as defendants, the mayor 
and other city officials and aldermen 
from issuing bonds to finance the pur- 
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chase or paying out the money as author- 
ized by the Public Service Commission 
and the supreme court. 

The suit asks that the court set aside 
as “null and void” the Public Service 
Commission order of April 16, 1942, 
fixing the price of the utility at $131,- 
600, plus undetermined items accrued 
since that time, on the ground that the 
purchasing of the property would raise 
the city’s debt above the constitutional 
maximum. 


Consolidated Orders 
65,000 kw. Turbine 


Consolidated Edison Co. of New York, 
Inc., has ordered a 65,000-kw. topping 
turbine from the General Electric Co. 
for installation at its Hell Gate electric 
generating station in the Bronx. Priority 
for the purchase was granted by the 
War Production Board. The new unit, 
scheduled for operation in the fall of 
1945, will replace a low-pressure turbine 
and six boilers sold to DPC in 1942 for 
use in a Texas war plant. 

The turbine now on order will operate 
at 3,600 rpm. It will use steam at the 
throttle at a pressure of 900 psi. and a 
temperature of 950 degrees F. Two 
Babcock & Wilcox high-pressure boilers, 
each with a capacity of 900,000 pounds 
of steam an hour, will furnish steam to 
operate the new turbine, from which 
the steam will be exhausted into exist- 
ing low-pressure turbines to produce ad- 
ditional electricity. This double use of 
steam from the high-pressure boilers 
will enable Hell Gate station to produce 
an additional 126,000 kw., bringing sta- 
tion net capacity to 615,000 kw. and 
total Consolidated Edison System capac- 
ity to 2.602.000 kw. 

When the Hell Gate unit is in opera- 
tion, the Edison System will have six 
topping turbines in its generation plants 
—four at Waterside station and one each 
at Sherman Creek and Hell Gate 
stations. 


Cessation of War Time 
Asked in Resolution 


Rep. Fred Bradley, Michigan Repub- 
lican, joined the Congressional revolt 
against war time last week with the 
introduction of a concurrent resolution 
providing that the act authorizing war 
time “cease to be in effect” on the date 
of adoption of the resolution by both 
houses of Congress. 

Earlier, Rep. Clarence Cannon, Mis- 
souri Democrat, introduced a bill to re- 
peal the war time act, claiming it was 
an imposition on farmers which is not 
justified by results. 
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Argentine Seizes 
U.S.-Owned Utility 


The Federal Commissioner of the Ar- 
gentine Province of Tucuman has ex- 
propriated an electric power company 
called Compania Hidro-Electrica de 
Tucuman, a subsidiary of the American 
& Foreign Power Co. Three million 
pesos, or about $750,000, had been 
offered to the company in full com- 
pensation for all its properties and 
equipment. The Tucuman Tramway 
Co., another subsidiary of American 
& Foreign Power, was expropriated 
some months ago. 

Curtis E. Calder, president of Ameri- 
can & Foreign Power Co., announced 
that the company would contest in the 
courts the seizure of its electric subsidi- 
ary. “Recently,” Mr. Calder said, “the 
authorities in the Province of Tucuman 
have, by decree, inaugurated a public 
service board whose avowed purpose is 
to regulate and finally take over all pub- 
lic services in the province. Our sub- 
sidiary company is stoutly maintaining 
its legal position and, based upon previ- 
ous experience, hopes and expects to re- 
ceive just treatment when the matter 
reaches the National Supreme Court of 
Argentina.” 


Puerto Rican Government 
Expropriates Aqueduct 


A new expropriation has added to 
the domain of the Puerto Rico Water 
Resources Authority under a ruling by 
the island’s supreme court that the au- 
thority need not pay for the San Juan 
aqueduct which it has added to its 
operations. Last year, the authority 
successfully expropriated two privately 
owned power systems on the island for 
integration with its hydro plants. Mu- 
nicipal authorities did not contest the 
expropriation but sought payment for 
the aqueduct. 


FPC Approves Plant 
Accounts Adjustments 


The Federal Power Commission has 
approved a proposal by the Missis- 
sippi River Power Company to eliminate 
from its electric plant account $21,145,- 
116 in write-ups and other inflationary 
items. The write-off amounts to about 
46 percent of the book-cost of the com- 
pany’s plant at the beginning of the 
year 1937. 

The company will eliminate the items 
by a charge of $14,360,000 to capital 
surplus, $3,132,892 through a charge 
to earned surplus and the remainder, 
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approximately $3,700,000 _—‘ through 
charges to specified accounts. 

FPC recently authorized Indiana 
General Service Co., a subsidiary of 
American Gas & Electric Co. to elim- 
inate from its electric plant accounts 
amounts totaling $2,220,612 (net) and 
Mountain States Power Co., a Standard 
Gas & Electric Co. subsidiary, to 
eliminate from its plant accounts 
$3,781,653. 


Pit River No. 5 Plant 
Put in Operation 


Formal opening of the Pacific Gas & 
Electric Co.’s Pit River No. 5 plant 
in north central California took place on 
April 29 as the station’s four 32,000-kw. 
hydro turbines went on the line. 

Originally scheduled to have gone into 
operation late last year, the project was 
delayed by bad ground conditions which 
caused considerable difficulty in com- 
pleting a 28,000-ft. diversion tunnel 
from the dam to the powerhouse. 

Meanwhile, work at the Interior De- 
partment’s Shasta Dam near Pit River 
No. 5 was nearing completion, with two 
75,000-kw. hydro units scheduled to go 
on the line in June. Some concreting 
and replacement of bulkheads with 
gates remains to be done at Shasta. 

When both projects have been com- 
pleted, they will bring the area’s firm 
capacity up to desired levels and provide 
some peaking capacity which will be 
needed this summer. Some fuel sav- 
ings, largely gas, will be effected. 






































Conclude Testimony 
at Rate Hearir, 


Arkansas Power & Light Co. oy 
cluded presentation of direct te-timo, 
in its rate base investigation be ore , 
Arkansas Department of Public Utilit;, 
when J. H. Manning, consulting eng 
neer of New York City, testified tha 
fair value of its properties for rate py 
poses is $52,000,000. 

S. W. Kittleman, valuation enging 
for the power company, had testif 
that the “original cost” of the clect; 
properties was $55,500,000, and ‘hat ¢} 
reproduction costs new of the prope 
ties was $62,500,000, both figures bein 
as of Dec. 31, 1943. 

Mr. Manning reiterated the testimo 
of previous witnesses that use , 
“original cost” as defined by the Feder 
Power Commission—that is, the origin 
cost to the first person devoting 4 
property to use—is not a fair meth 
of fixing a rate base. The Arkang; 
DPU had ordered the A.P.&L. to sho 
cause why “original cost” should » 
be used as a rate base. 


New Bonneville Rate 
Approved by FP( 


A new wholesale power rate for nort 
west public agencies purchasing Bonn 
ville power has been approved by t 
Federal Power Commission, it was ; 
nounced recently by Bonneville Admi 
istrator Dr. Paul J. Raver. 
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JOB RELATIONS STUDENTS—No less than 280 supervisors of the Connecticut Ligh! 
Power Co. are getting set for a course in job relations designed by the Training Wit 
Industry Service branch of the War Manpower Commission. This group from the 
walk district includes, 1. to rz: C. T. Negley, district service foreman; Alvin Bea 
instructor: George Pearl, district gas engineer: Joseph Linnehen, chief el : 
Clesson Breny, meter foreman; L. D. Hurley. district line foreman; Axel Johnson. 
lineman; William Cullen, top lineman; Alfred Cormier, customer service foreman: ' 
liam LaForce, main service foreman. George Gordon, engineering assistant, who 
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Public agencies which have no gen- 
erating capacity will save from 15 to 
30 percent of their power costs as the 
result of a move to encourage wide- 
spread development in __ irrigation 
throughout the northwest, thus increas- 
ing the region’s war food production. 
Wholesale service will be as low as 2.5 
mills per killowatt hour. 

Dr. Raver said the new rate is also 
expected to stimulate reclamation and 
irrigation of land for peacetime uses 
and to encourage other post-war uses 
for electricity, particularly in home ap- 
pliances and house heating. 


West Penn Unit Will 
Be Completed in “45 


H. L. Mitchell, president of the West 
Penn Power Co., stated recently that 
approval to install a 65,000 kw. gen- 
erating unit had been given by the War 
Production Board (ELectricat Wort», 
April 22, page 7) in order that the in- 
creasing electrical requirements of war 
industries and communities in western 
Pennsylvania might be met. 

It is planned to add the new unit to 
the company’s Springdale power sta- 
tion on the Allegheny River, 17 miles 
above Pittsburgh. The additional ca- 
pacity will increase this station’s capa- 
bility to approximately 300,000 kw. 
and make it one of the largest in west- 
ern Pennsylvania. 

Springdale power station will be en- 
larged to house the addition, which will 
be a unit installation consisting of an 
800,000 Ibs. per hour boiler to supply 
1,250 psi., 925 F steam to a 3,600 rpm 
condensing turbine. The 80 percent 
power factor generator will be con- 
nected directly through two 40,000 kva., 
three-phase transformers to the present 
132-kv. bus at Springdale. 

The program calls for the new unit 
to be in operation in the fall of 1945. 


Utilities Strike 
Vote Countermanded 


Countermanding of a strike vote cast 
on April 3 and 4 by production and 
maintenance employees of three New 
York State power companies (ELEc- 
TRICAL Worip, April 15, page 104), 
was announced in Syracuse, N. Y., by 
a spokesman for the AFL International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers. 

The original balloting among 1,700 
eligible upstate voters resulted in 1,050 
votes for a strike and 431 against one, 
with ten ballots void, Meyer S. Ryder 
of Buffalo, regional director for the Na- 
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BOSTON EDISON HELPS—In this main office window display, the Hub utility featured 


military uses of salvaged paper in accord with Mayor Tobin's “Fight Waste” program, 
showing applications to war products vital to service on land, sea and in the air. 
Containers of novel design essential to delivering supplies and munitions at the fighting 
fronts were shown, with methods of collecting paper for world-wide use. Since Pearl 
Harbor Boston Edison has salvaged over 255,000 pounds of paper, 858,785 pounds of 
steel (enough to.provide over 1.5 million hand grenades) and 182,922 pounds of copper 





tional Labor Relations Board, an- 
nounced. 

Companies involved were the Central 
New York Power Corp., the Niagara, 
Lockport & Ontario Power Corp., East- 
ern Division, and the New York Power 


& Light Corp., Oneida District. 


WPB Clarifies Order 
on Fluorescent Fixtures 


All portable or attachable overhead 
suspended fluorescent lighting fixtures 
are covered by Order L-78, WPB an- 
nounced last week after a new amend- 
ment to make this clear. Non-industria] 
types, specifically brought under the 
order by the most recent amendment. 
include the so-called “kitchen units,” 
some of which are designed to be plug- 
ged into wall outlets. 


WPB Halts Production 
on Two Aluminum Lines 


Substantial coal savings in the New 
York area were effected this week by 
WPB’s aluminum and magnesium di- 
vision when it ordered production to 
halt on two pot lines operated by the 
Aluminum Company of America at its 
Queens, N. Y., plant. 


6, 1944 


Both lines had been operating at ca- 
pacity, around 72,000,000 pounds 
yearly, a WPB spokesman said, and 
coal savings will approximate 500,000 
tons yearly through the decrease in the 
use of electric energy. When the cut- 
back became necessary, it was made in 
the New York area because of the 
coal savings possible there, the spokes- 
man said. 


Associated Hearing Set 


Federal Judge Vincent L. Leibell has 
directed that a hearing be held on June 
12 on the proposed plan of reorganiza- 
tion for Associated Gas & Electric Co. 
and Associated Gas & Electric Corp. 
The proposed plan has already been ap- 
proved by the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. On the hearing date, the 
court will act on the application of the 
company’s trustee for an order declar- 
ing the company to be insolvent, and on 
the applications of the trustees, for the 
company and the corporation, for an or- 
der approving the proposed plan. 


Revenue Bonds Issued 


Public offering was made last week 
of $2,000,000 City of Tacoma, Wash., 
4 percent, 144 percent and 11% percent 
light and power revenue bonds, Series 
B, 1943, due 1945 to 1964. 
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Nelson Revokes Order 
on Non-War Output 


Congressional and other pressures 


-have killed the flat prohibition of WPB 


against increasing non-war production 
in areas undergoing or in prospect of 
acute labor shortages, but it will be re- 
placed by a new standard (ELectRICAL 
Wortp, April 22, 1944, page 8). 

WPB Chairman Donald M. Nelson 
revoked the order, issued during his 
absence, and said a substitute would be 
issued which would be more specific 
and would omit certain “essential” 
civilian programs, apparently including 
electric irons, alarm clocks and work 
gloves. 

First effect of the revocation is ex- 
pected to be a substantial increase in the 
number of irons which will be manu- 
factured, although it was not immedi- 
ately clear that the program would be 
restored to the 2,000,000-unit figure 
originally authorized. This figure was 
slashed to 200,000 by the directive 
limiting production in War Manpower 
Commission’s Class I and II areas to 
the level authorized or attained in the 
first quarter of 1944, whichever is lower. 
Nelson said only that as many irons as 
possible would be manufactured. 


Orders Wage Increase 
for Utility Workers 


Retroactive to Feb. 14, 1943, a 4-cent 
hourly wage increase for 1,800 workers 
of the Buffalo Niagara Electric Corp., 
the Niagara, Lockport & Ontario Power 
Co. and the Lockport & Newfane Power 
& Water Supply Co. has been ordered in 
a final War Labor Board directive for 
employees covered by an agreement 
with the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, including working 
foremen in the maintenance and produc- 
tion departments. 

The directive also ordered a general 
hourly increase of a half cent to rural 
employees, retroactive to April 2. 1944. 
and a wage increase “as agreed upon by 
the parties” to workers in the “trouble 
man A” classification. retroactive to last 
September 30. 


Lighting Conference 


Public utility executives from all over 
New England have been invited to a 
meeting of the Lighting Engineers Club 
of that area on May 9 at the Hotel Stat- 
ler, Boston, 12:30 p.m. to head a 
talk on the post-war outlook for illum- 
ination by Edwin Bernard. vice-presi- 
dent, Middle West Service Co., Chicago. 
The meeting will be open to all inter- 
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ested electrical men. Both load building 
and service outlooks will be discussed. 


New Unit for Edmonton 


A new $225,000 turbine and accessory 
equipment, which will boost the capac- 
ity at the city power plant at Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada, from about 25,000 kva. 
to about 37,000 kva., has been installed 
and has been given its first test run. Off- 
cial acceptance of the big power unit 
will not be made until the final tests are 
completed. 


Home Service Conference 


On Wednesday, May 10, the Home 
Service Committee of Edison Electric 
Institute under Fern Snider, chairman, 
will sponsor a regional conference on 
home service at the Casino-in-the-Air, 
Belmont-Plaza Hotel, New York City. 
The committee has held two similar 
conferences, one at Atlanta in March 
and one at Chicago in April. Utility 
representatives in the states of New 
York, Pennsylvania, Maryland, Wash- 
ington. D. C. and all New England 
states have been asked‘to participate. 








Electronics Conference 
_ Scheduled for Octobe 


Designed to fulfill the need for pyo. 
viding a common meeting place and 
discussion forum for technical person. 
nel interested in applications in the 
broad field of electronics, the first an. 
nual National Electronics Conference 
will be held at the Medinah Club of 
Chicago, Ill, on October 5-7. Em. 
phasis will be placed on the engineer. 
ing aspects of electronics in the con. 
ference, which is described as a “na. 
tional forum for electronic develop. 
ments and their engineering applica. 
tions.” 

The conference is sponsored jointly 
by the Illinois Institute of Technology, 
Northwestern University, the Chicago 
section of the Institute of Radio En. 
gineers and the Chicago section of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers. Those wishing to submit papers 
may communicate with Prof. A. B. Bron- 
well, chairman of the program com- 
mittee. Technological Institute, North- 
western University, Evanston, IIl., or 
Beverly Dudley, National Electronics 
Conference. 520 N. Michigan Av., Chi- 
cago, Ill. 










MEETINGS 


Previously Listed 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—Spring 
conference. Wrr Penn Ho otel, Pittsbur gh Pa. 
May 8. Brent Wi ley, managing director Em- 
pire Bldg., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


National Fire Protection Association — Annua! 
meeting, Benjamin Franklin Hotel, Philadelphia 
Pa., May 8-I}. R. S. Moulton, technical secre- 
tary, 60 Batterymarch St., Boston 10, Mass. 


Pacific Coast Electrical Association—Annual meet- 
ng nor thern section Fai rmon +t Hotel San 
Francisco, Calif., May 10; southern section, Am- 
bassador Hotel, Los Angeles, Calif. May !7. 
Victor W. Hartley managing director, 60! W. 


Fifth St., Los Angeles, Calif. 

Southeastern Electric Exchange—Annua!l confer- 
ence, Atlanta Biltmore Hotel, Atlanta, Ga. 
May 10-11. John W. Talley, executive secretary 


303 Haas-Howell Bidg., Atlanta 3, Ga. 


Pennsylvania Electric Association—Systems opera- 


tion committee, Benjamin Franklin Hotel, Phila 
delphia, Pa., ‘May 11-12: E. W. Middleton 
chairman, Pennsylvania Power & Light Co 
Hazleton, yr Electrical equipment committee, 
Brunswick otel, Lancaster, Pa.. May I!-12: 


A. N. Shoah ’, chairman, Pennsylvania Water & 
Power Co., Lexington Bidg., Baltimore, Md. 


Arkansas Utilities Association—Annua!l convention 
Marion Hotel, Little Rock, Ark., May 15-16. 
R. E. Ritchie, secretary, P.O. Box 551, Little 
Rock, Ark. 


Council of Electric Operating Companies—Con- 
tributors’ meeting, Edgewater Beach Hotel 
Chicago, Ill., May 18. T, P, Walker, president 
13th and F Sts., N.W., Washington 5, D. C. 


Wisconsin Utilities Association—Conference of 
all sections, Pfister Hotel, Milwaukee, Wisc., 
May 19. A. F. Herwig, executive secretary, 
135 W. Wells St., Milwaukee, Wisc. 


iluminating Engineering Society—Great Lakes 
regional meeting, Cincinnati, Ohio, May 20. 
G, R. Baumgartner, regional vice-president 
General Electric Co., Nela Park, Cleveland 12 
Ohi 


Edison Electric Institute—Annua! meeting, Wal- 
dorf-Astoria Hotel, New York, N. Y. June 67. 
Col. H. §. Bennion, managing director, 420 
Lexington Ave., New York ie. ee P 






Public Utilities Advertising Association — Annual 
meeting, Palmer House, Chicago, IIfl., June 
6-8. Waldo M. Wright, secretary, Amarillo 
Gas Co., Amarillo, Texas. 


National District Heating Association — Annual 
meeting, William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
June 14-15. John F. Collins, Jr., secretary- 
treasurer, 827 N. Euclid Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa... 


lowa Utilities Association—Post-war ot con- 
ference, Des Moines, lowa, June 19-20, Wm. 
R. Blake, secretary-manager, 606 Fleming Bldg., 
Des Moines, lowa. 


American Society of Agricultural veces 
nual meeting, Schroeder Hotel, Milwaukee, 
Wis., June 19-21. Raymond Olney, secretary, 
St. Joseph, Mich. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers—Serm 
annual meeting, William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., June 19-22. Ernest Hartford, executive as- 
sistant secretary, 27 W. 39th St., New York 18, 
WN. ¥. 


Canadian Electrical Association—Annua! 9 4 
Murray Bay, Que., Canada, June 22-23. 8. 
Fairchild, managing director, 804 Tramways 
Bidg., Montreal, Que. 


Society for Promotion of Engineering Education— 
Annual meeting, University of Cincinnati, Cin 
cinnati, Ohio, June 25-28. F. L. Bishop, secre- 
tary, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa 


American Society for Testing Materials—Annua! 
meeting Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New York 
N. Y., June 26-30. Robert J. Painter, assistant 
secretary, 260 S. Broad St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Ne 
tional technical meeting, Jefferson Hotel, St 
Louis, Mo., June 26-30. H. H. Henline, national 
secretary, 33 W. 39h St., New York ig, N. Y 
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* Packed for convenience x Built to last 


“_S 


ec 


* Right in all ways 


o a. 


a — 


L-M DISTRIBUTION EQUIPMENT INCLUDES: 


Transformers « Fuse Cutouts - Lightning Arresters - Oil Switches - Pole Line Hardware - Line 
Construction Specialties - Underground Equipment - Fibre Conduit - Street Lighting Equipment 


For full information write to Line Material Company, Milwaukee, Wis. 
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POLE LINE HARDWARE 
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A WORLD'S RECORD—With its gross output topping 621,000,000 kw.-hr. during 
the month of March, the giant power plant at Grand Coulee dam (Wash.) was 
credited by officials of the U. S. Bureau of Reclamation with having established 
a world’s record for electrical production by a single plant in a month’s time. 
Virtually the entire Grand Coulee production was transmitted to Pacific North- 
west aluminum plants and other war industries. The small machine in the 
foreground is one of the two 75,000-kw. units transferred from Shasta Dam to 
Grand Coulee in 1943 to expedite delivery of additional power for war use. 
The six other units in the illustration are rated at 108,000-kw. each, and are 
the largest hydro-electric generators in the world 








BRAZIL GETS BIG UNIT—Believed to be the larges; 
generator for this speed ever built in the U. S. A. 
machine rated at 40,250 kva, 600 rpm, 85 percen: 
to supply the rapidly expanding Brazilian war p 
for another machine of equal rating were signed ; 
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AN APPEAL TO PATRIOTISM—School children 
Tracy, illuminating engineer of the Sioux City (Io 
Company, how rocks thrown at street lights 
vandalism reduce amounts of materials availab 
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RECTIFIERS AND THEN SOME—This seemingly «@jne of 
is a battery of 24 Allis-Chalmers 12-tank Excitron @ipies sv 
ing d.c. power to two aluminum pot lines at an u d loc 
Each pot line requires 50,000 amp. at 650 volts. al re 
assemblies are rated 5,000 amp. each 
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U.8. Army Signal Corps 


MOBILE LIGHTING UNIT—Assembled from salvaged mate- 
tial at the motor vehicle garage of the Utah Army Service 
Forces Depot in Ogden, Utah, this mobile lighting unit was 
placed in operation recently in open storage areas and in 
warehouses where lighting facilities are inadequate for 
night work. The unit is built on a salvaged 12-ton chassis. 
upon which are mounted four floodlights of 200 watts each, 
on a straight bar supported by a steel frame. A gasoline- 
powered generator produces 2000 watts 


INDUCTION HEATING AT RIDGWAY PLANT—Induction 
heating, with voltage applied for five hours to the flexible. 
all-asbestos covered coils of wire wound loosely around 
each spoke of the big spider, raises the temperature of 
this 23-ton rotor to 155 Deg. C preparatory to shrinking 
it on the 8-ton shaft, turned from a one-piece forging. 
One continuous cable is used with 10 turns, alternating 
from clockwise to counter-clockwise, being taken around 
each spoke. Power applied is 300 ampere. single-phase, 
60-cycle, at 220 volts. Total weight of the motor, one 
of a number being built by the Ridgway plant of Elliott 
Company for the Maritime Commission’s new single 
screw tankers, is close to 125,000 pounds, including 
pedestal and bearings, air casing, fan and cooler equip- 
ment. Designed for operation on 4000 volts, the 3-phase, 
unity power factor synchronous motor develops 6.600 
shaft hp. at 98 r.p.m. propeller speed 
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e CSP (Completely 
Transformer 


zh¢ CSP Power Trans- 
$a unit, it has 100% salvage 
t new load center. It can be 
quickly—in a matter of 
is to the time required to dis- 
ve the conventional single-feeder 
CSP Power Transformer saves 





Westinghouse CSP Power Transformers 
contain in ONE UNIT: 












© transformer ® protection against 

® circuit breaker —lightning system reconversion cost. 

® voltage regulator —overloads new postwar load centers may be un- 
: aaa ble, it will pay to have substations which 

© metering —short circuits 







¢ moved in to fill the gaps. The Westinghouse 


of a single-feeder conventional substation. It is 
_ Completely Self Protecting (CSP) against eeenine. 
short circuits, and dangerous ov 

For complete informations all: 
office, o or write We sé 






NOT THIS... piece-by-piece time-consuming removal 
and reassembly of the 43 major components of a 
conventional substation. 


PLANTS IN 25 CITIES...C Jorrices EVERYWHERE 


PACKAGED POWER 
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Output Curve . 
Holds Steady 


Tie output curve shows little change 
for the week ended April 29, 1944, ac- 
cording to figures released by the Edi- 
on Electric Institute. The amount of 
eles irical energy distributed by the light 
and power industry during the week 
ame to a total of 4,336,247,000 kw.-hr., 
as compared to the figure of 4,344,188,- 
(0 kw.-hr. for the week previous, which 
.nded on April 22. Figures for the 
veek represented an increase of 12.1 
hercent over the 3,866,721,000 kw.-hr. 
jistributed during the corresponding 
veek a year ago. The output for the 
imilar week two years ago was lower. 
he total being 3,304,602,000 kw.-hr. 

\ll of the seven major geographic 
egions of the country reported in- 
reases for the week over the cor- 
esponding week last year, the Pacific 
oast region continuing to lead the field 

ith an individual gain of 25.3 percent. 
The Mid-Atlantic group regained sec- 
nd place from the Southern States, 

ih an increase of 12.9 percent— 
wthern States, 11.7 percenf. The 
uthern States had occupied second 
lace for the past few weeks. The gain 
eported by the New England section 

4.3. percent. Central Industrial 
tates showed an increase of 9.5 per- 
ent; West Central, 6.1 percent and 

Rocky Mountain, 2.2 percent. 





Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 


1944 1943 1942 
pr. 29 4,336 May | 3,857 May 2 3,305 
pr. 22 4,344 Apr. 24 3,925 Apr. 25 3,273 
pr. 15 4,307 Apr. 17 3,917 Apr. 18 3,308 

8 4,36! Apr. 10 3,882 Apr. II 3,321 
pr. | 4,409 Apr. 3 3,890 Apr. 4 3,349 
ar. 25 4,409 Mar. 27 3,928 Mar. 28 3,346 
ar. 18 4,400 Mar. 20 3,947 Mar. 21 3,357 
ar. |! 4,426 Mar. 13 3;945 Mar. 14 3,357 
ar. 4 4,465 Mar. 6 3,947 Mar. 7 3,392 
b. 26 4,444 Feb. 27 3,392 Feb. 28 3,409 
bo. 19 4511 Feb. 20 3,948 Feb. 21 3,423 


b. 12 4,532 Feb. 13 3,939 Feb. 14 3,421 


Percent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 


— 0  ——— 


Apr.29 Apr. 22 Apr. 15 








~ England . +43 +. 3.3 + 3.3 
4-Atlantic . +12.9 + 7.9 + 6.1 
ntral Industrial + 9.5 + 8.0 + 7.2 
lest Central + 6.1 + 6.0 +28 
uthern States +-11.7 +-10.3 +-10.7 
ckty Mountain + 2.2 + 5.1 + 5.7 
cific Coast +-25.3 +-27.0 426.9 
otal United States +12.1 +10.7 +10.0 


Billions of Kw.-Hr 
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mend Conservation Order 

M-50 on Jewel Bearings 
WPB has announced that Conserva- 
n Order M-50 has been amended. 


fagraph (a) (2) being changed to 
Bd as follows: 





‘Jewel bearing’ means any jewel 
‘ring material which has _ been 
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processed in any manner for use where 
friction occurs, including vees, rings, 
cups, endstones, pallet stones and roller 
pins. Watt-hour meter cups are not in- 
cluded.” 

By inserting the last sentence on watt- 
hour meter cups in the definition of 
jewel bearings under Conservation Or- 
der M-50 as amended December 24, 


1944 


1943, it now becomes unnecessary for 
producers, suppliers, or consumers to 
further report their production or con- 
sumption of watt-hour meter cups. This 
means that suppliers, producers, and 
consumers will have free use of this 
product, and that there will be no 
further control of watt-hour meter cups 


by WPB. 
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General Electric Elects 
Two Vice-Presidents 


H. V. Erben, manager of the central 
station divisions of the General Electric 
Co. since 1941, has been elected a com- 
mercial vice-president and Robert S. 
Peare, manager of publicity and broad- 
casting since 1940, and chairman of the 
company’s general advertising commit- 
tee, has also been elected a vice-presi- 
dent of the company. 

Mr. Erben’s association with General 
Electric began in 1917, but he left that 
same year to enter the U. S. armed serv- 
ices in World War I. Re-entering the 
company’s employ in 1920, he was in 
the testing department until 1922, when 
he was transferred to the lighting en- 
gineering department, forerunner of the 
present central station divisions. In 
1923 he was named section head of the 
apparatus division and in 1928 became 
assistant to the manager of that divi- 
sion, a year later becoming manager. 
In 1933 Mr. Erben was promoted to 
manager of switchgear sales with head- 
quarters in Philadelphia, where he re- 
mained until 1939, when he was named 
assistant manager of the central station 





H. 


V. Erben 


divisions, the position he held until 


1941, when he became manager. 


In his new position, Mr. Peare will 
direct the company’s advertising, broad- 
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R. S. Peare 


casting, and general publicity activities 
as a member of the president’s staff. A 
native of Bellmore, Ind., Mr. Peare be- 
gan his service with General Electric 
in its accounting department in 1922, 
following graduation from the Univer- 
sity of Michigan. In 1926 he was elected 
secretary-treasurer of the Maqua Co. in 
Schenectady, and three years later be- 
came its general manager. In 1934 he 
was elected president, a position he con- 
tinues to hold. It was in 1940 that Mr. 
Peare was named publicity manager for 
General Electric. 


> Cuartes H. Gopparp, formerly vice- 
president of the Pittsburgh Reflector 
Co., has joined Sylvania Electric Prod- 
ucts Inc., as product manager, fluores- 
cent fixture sales. A graduate of Ohio 
University, Mr. Goddard gained his 
first experience in the lighting field 
with the Columbus Railway, Power & 
Light Co. In 1931 he joined the reflector 
company. First located in New York, 
where he dealt with architectural mat- 
ters and later became manager of the 
New York office, he was appointed gen- 
eral sales manager in 1940 and a year 
later returned to Pittsburgh as vice- 
president and member of the board ef 
directors. Mr. Goddard is vice-president 
of the east central region of the Illum- 
inating Engineering Society. 
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Philadelphia Electric 
Promotes G. R. Conoye 


(See Front Cover) 


























































George R. Conover was elected yig, 
president of the Philadelphia ! lect, 
Co. in charge of personnel and py}ji 
relations, at a meeting of the board , 
directors held last week. Mr. Conoy 
spent ten years with the Public Serj, 
Electric & Gas Co. of New Jersey befy, 
going to Philadelphia in 1929 to Jrecoy, 
managing director of the Electrica] 4, 
sociation of Philadelphia. During ; 
tenure of office with the Association | 
inaugurated and successfully manag, 
a number of electrical expositions {, 
the purpose of presenting to the pubj 
the newest applications of electricity ; 
industry and the home. 

He remained with the Association , 
til April, 1939, when he was made m 
ager of public relations of the Philad 
phia Electric Co. Two years ago, whe 
the utility’s public relations and 
sonnel departments were combined, | 
was appointed manager of the new ¢ 
partment. He held that position at | 
time of his recent appointment. 

Mr. Conover is well known for } 
active participation in civic and ind 
try undertakings. He is a past-preside 
of the Electrical League of New Jer 
and of the International Association 
Electrical Leagues. In 1933 he won: 
Edison Electric Institute Grand \ 
tional Award, Legion of Honor Conte 
Electric Refrigeration Bureau, and 
1942 he was elected permanent sec 
tary of the Council of Electric Oper 
ing Companies. 


Wisconsin Utility Group 
Elects Sherman He 


Stanley B. Sherman, vice-presid 
and general manager of the Wisco 
Gas & Electric Co., has been elec 
president of the Wisconsin Utilities: 
sociation for the fiscal year begins 
May 1. Other officers elected 
cluded: vice-president, M. H. Montz 
vice-president, Wausau division, ¥ 
consin Public Service Corp., Waus 
treasurer, Alfred Gruhl, assistant 
search engineer, Wisconsin Elec 
Power Co., Milwaukee. 

Mr. Sherman has been chief opé 
ing officer of the Wisconsin 6a 
Electric Co. since 1940 when hi 
E. Moody, who had been executive 
president of the company, was 
pointed assistant to the presides! 
North American Co. in New York 
graduate of the Armour Institut 
Technology, Mr. Sherman has been 
nected with Wisconsin Gas & Ele 
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Ss. B. Sherman 


for the past 25 years. In 1937 he 
was named chief engineer and in this 
capacity had charge of both the elec- 
trical and gas engineering departments. 
The following year he was promoted to 
the position of general manager and 
in 1940 was made vice-president and 
general manager and elected to the 
board of directors. For the past year 
he has been vice-president of the Wis- 
consin Utilities Association. 


Drexler Resigns As Head 
of Tide Water Power 


N. E. Drexler, since 1941 president 
and a director of the Tide Water Power 
Co., Wilmington, N. C., has resigned, 
following a leave of absence of two 
months. The leave was granted to Mr. 
Drexler, it was announced, because of 
ill health. 

Before his affiliation with Tide Water 
Power, he was vice-president and divi- 
sion manager of the Virginia Public 
Service Co., with headquarters in the 
Newport News, Va., area. He has had 
wide experience in the utility field. 

F. A. Matthes, chairman of the board 
of directors of the Tide Water Power 
Co., who announced Mr. Drexler’s res- 
ignation, said that no successor has 
been named. 


> KennetH MARKWELL has been ap- 
pointed assistant commissioner of the 
Bureau of Reclamation, Secretary of the 
Interior Harold L. Ickes has announced. 
Mr. Markwell was formerly serving as 
regional director and special represen- 
tative of the administrator of the Federal 
Works Agency. In his wide experience 
with the Federal Works Agency, as 
well as with the Public Works Adminis- 
tration, Mr. Markwell has held a num- 
ber of important administrative and con- 
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struction positions. In his position with 
FWA he has been in charge of all power 
generation and transmission facilities 
east of the Mississippi River which are 
under that agency. For two years prior 
to 1942 he was head construction engi- 
neer on the Santee-Cooper project near 
Charleston, S. C. A graduate of the 
University of Oklahoma, he spent six 
years as chief draftsman in the engi- 
neering department of the City of Mem- 
phis, Tenn. He then entered private 
practice as a consulting engineer, but 
seven years later he gave up private 
practice to enter the government service 
as a senior engineering examiner for 
PWA with headquarters in Nashville, 
Tenn. 


Westinghouse Names 
Four Vice-Presidents 


Announcement was made this week 
of the election of four new vice-presi- 
dents by the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co. 

The new officers and their former 
positions are: R. A. Neal, manager 
of the switchgear division at East Pitts- 
burgh; J. K. B. Hare, manager of 
central district sales activities with 
headquarters at Pittsburgh; John H. 
Ashbaugh, manager of the appliance di- 
vision with headquarters at Mansfield, 
Ohio, and H. H. Rogge, manager of 
the Washington government office. 


OBITUARY 


Prof. T. B. Parker 


Prof. Theodore B. Parker, head of 
the Department of Civil Engineering at 
the Massachusetts Institute of Tech- 
nology and former chief engineer of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority, died at his 
home in Wellesley, Mass., on April 27 
after a long illness. He was 55 years old. 








1944 


Professor Parker joined the staff of 
M.LT. in 1943 after spending eight 
years with the Tennessee Valley Author- 
ity. Since his graduation from M.LT. 
in 1911, he had been identified with 
large public utility organizations at va- 
rious periods, including the Utah Power 
& Light and Electric Bond & Share 
companies, and the Stone & Webster 
Engineering Corp. as hydraulic engi- 
neer associated with country-wide in- 
vestigation, studies and designs of major 
hydro-electric projects. He was ap- 
pointed chief ‘construction engineer of 
the TVA with headquarters at Knox- 
ville, Tenn., in 1935. Under his direction 
the Norris and Wheeler dams were com- 
pleted and he had charge of the design 
and construction of all subsequent dams 
until July, 1943, when he was appointed 
to the civil engineering post at M.I.T. 
Mr. Parker was born at Roxbury, Mass. 
He took his B.S. in civil engineering at 
M.LT. in 1911, and was graduated from 
the U. S. Army Engineers School in 
1922, and from the U. S. Command and 
General Staff School in 1933. He was 
Massachusetts State Engineer and act- 
ing State director of Public Works dur- 
ing 1933-35. 


> Francis M. Garretson, for 20 years 
sales-service engineer in the New York 
office of the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Co., before retiring in 
1941, died at his home in East Orange, 
N. J., on April 27. He was with West- 
inghouse for 42 years. 


> Witt A. Fry, 71, chairman for 
many years of Dunnville (Ont.) Hydro- 
Electric Commission, died in Hamilton, 
Ont., on April 21. 


> Georce H. Boyp, manager of the 
service inspection and records depart- 
ment of the Consolidated Edison Co. 
of New York since 1938, died on April 
15 of a heart attack at his home in 
New York. He was 55 years of age. He 
had been connected with Consolidated 
Edison since 1911. 


> Rosert CHAMBERLAIN, 71, prominent 
figure in the electrical field in Van- 
couver, British Columbia, died at his 
home in that city recently. For the past 
twenty years he has been electrical engi- 
neer at the Capitol Theatre. Mr. Cham- 
berlain was born in Dartmouth, Devon- 
shire, England, came to Canada at the 
age of 17 and received his training with 
the Canadian General Electric in the 
installation of power plants in eastern 
Canada. He then went to Vancouver in 
1897 and was occupied in designing, 
installing and operating electric plants 
for various mining tompanies. He had 
acted as consulting electrical engineer 
for many projects. 
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Westinghouse Orders 
Drop 9% in ‘44 


Indicating a slackening in war busi- 
ness, new orders of the Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co. in the 
first quarter of this year were 9 percent 
below a year ago, amounting to $226.- 
110.472. Unfilled orders declined to 
$897,557,319. 

This was revealed by A. W. Robert- 
son, chairman of the board, who also 
announced a company-wide plan for the 
re-employment of war veterans. 

Sales billed during the quarter 
amounted to $190,091.461, an increase 
of 22 percent over last year. 

Among the measures provided for in 
the company’s reemployment plan are: 
Assignment of an industrial relations 
representative at the principal plants in 
some 25 cities to be responsible for re- 
establishment of returning veterans, a 
survey of all positions to determine 
which ones can be performed by people 
with various physical handicaps, and as- 
surance of continuous service credit for 
time spent in the armed forces by em- 
ployee veterans. 


Manufacturers Issue 
Earnings Reports 


Cutler-Hammer, Inc., for the March 
quarter reports net profit, subject to re- 
negotiation. of $471,931, or 72 cents a 
share, against $2,196,663, or 81 cents a 
share last year. 

Among the other manufacturers re- 
porting earnings recently are the fol- 
lowing: 


Biaw-Knox—March quarter, net profit 
$415,440, equal to 31 cents a share, com- 
pared with $409,764, equal to 31 cents a 
share in the similar quarter of 1943. The 
net is after income and excess profits taxes 
and reserves for post-war adjustments. 

ANACONDA Wire & Cas_te—For 1943, net 
income $1,319,699, compared with $1,427.,- 
408 in 1942. 

ComBusTIon ENciIngEERING—For 1943, net 
income $1,294,707, or $8.36 a share; for 
1942, net income $939,133, or $6.19 a share. 

Century Evectric—For 1943, before re- 
negotiation net income was $777.000 on 
sales of more than $17,000,000 after $2.- 
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585,000 income tax provision. Net income 
for 1942 after renegotiation was $415,000 
after $790,000 taxes on sales approximating 
$11,000,000. 

Line Marertat-—Including subsidiaries, 
for 1943, net profit, $557,028, after a pro- 
vision of $80,000 for contingencies, equal to 
$1.30 a share on the common stock, com- 
pared with $566,256, or $1.32 a share, in 
1942 after renegotiation. 


Two War Standards 
Approved by ASA 


With the aim of increasing production 
of radio components vitally needed by 
the military, the American Standards 
Association has announced the comple- 
tion of two new American War Stand- 
ards in the radio field—power-type wire- 
wound rheostats and variable wire- 
wound resistors. Both types of resistors 


are used as electronic controls in powe,. 
range-finding, and aircraft equipment. 

The two standards, complete wit), 
outline drawings, cover the perform. 
ance requirements, test methods, stan. - 
ard dimensions and standard resistan: « 
value of the quality required by t!« 
Armed Forces. 

The main difference between the-« 
two standards is that the power-type 
wound rheostat can dissipate great: r 
power in a given physical size because 
of a higher operating temperature. The 
variable wire-wound resistor having a 
low-operating temperature is chiefly em. 
ployed in radio and electronic devices. 

Copies of the new standards may he 
obtained from the American Standaris 
Association, New York. 


Sprague Changes Name 


Sprague Specialties Co., North 
Adams, Mass., has announced that it 
has changed the corporate name of the 
company to Sprague Electric Co. 


Army-Navy “E” Awards 


The third Army-Navy “E” award for 
excellence in war production was made 
to the three plants of the Sprague Elec- 
tric Co.. North Adams, Mass. Among 








HANDS ACROSS THE CAB—Gerard Swope, president of General Electric (left), is 
greeted by President Howard S. Palmer of the New Haven Railroad after a trip by 
Mr. Swope from New London to New Haven, Conn., in the cab of a 2,000-hp. Alco-G.E.. 
Diesel-electric locomotive, one of a new 4,000-hp. pair hauling the “Yankee Clipper’ 
over the Shore Line between Boston and New Haven. Forty-eight such locomotives are 
now in service or on order, to be used in both freight and passenger service 
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ther recipients of the “E” award is the 
(harlotte, N. C., plant of the U. S. 
Rubber Co. and plants of Owens-Corn- 
ug Fiberglas Corp. in Newark, Ohio, 
ind Ashton, R. I., have been granted a 
hird renewal of the “E.” 

Electric Storage Battery Co. has been 
,warded another star—the fourth—for 
the “E” pennant. 


Electric Machinery 
Indexes Advance 


New orders received by manufacturers 
of electrical machinery moved slightly 
upward in the month of February, 1944, 
the index compiled by the Bureau of 
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ELECTRICAL MACHINERY INDICES of 
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce 


~~ 


Foreign and Domestic Commerce ad- 
vancing to 530 from 523 (revised) in 
January. This compares with 437 for 
the month of February. 1943. 

The indexes covering electrical ma- 
chinery shipments and inventories also 
advanced in January, according to the 
figures released by the Bureau. The 
shipments index, recovering from the 
drop in January—465; December, 531 
—rose to the 508 point in February. It 
stood at 446 in February, 1943. 

Inventories index in February reached 
the 343.2 mark; January, 339.5 (re- 
vised), February, last year, 331.6. 
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Field Reports on Business 


War output is nearing maximum levels. Orders for electrical equipment for 
various Navy requirements are being received in good number. Demand for 
small motors for war purposes has been and will continue to be tremendous. 
Post-war planning continues to enjoy a fair share oj the news. 


CHICAGO 


The general level of business activity 
within the electrical manufacturing indus- 
try has improved considerably during the 
two months of March and April, local 
firms report. The relaxation of govern- 
ment regulations, decreasing utility inven- 
tories and anticipation of the summer con- 
struction season are widely quoted reasons. 
The upturn in utility business, however, 
has not brought any vast volume of orders. 
Isolated manufacturers in the nearby Chi- 
cago area report utility orders to be about 
one third of “normal” or less. 

General business indexes continued their 
climb during March. Chicago industrial 
payrolls reached an index figure of 301.5 
based on 100 for the March 1935-39 aver- 
age, according to the Illinois Department 
of Labor. This is an increase of 21 per- 
cent over March 1943. Electric power 
production in Chicago was up 18 percent 
over March last year. Building permits is- 
sued jumped up 313.4 per cent over last 
March, dollar volume of residential build- 
ing rose 550.9 percent over a year ago. 

Miscellaneous industrial construction, en- 
largements of war plants, and the forma- 
tion of several new companies accounted 
for investments of $7,040,000 in additional 
production facilities in the Chicago area 
during the month of April. International 
Harvester Co. has underway the con- 
struction of several new buildings, making 
a substantial expansion to one of its Chi- 
cago plants. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Orders for electrical equipment for vari- 
out Navy requirements are being received 
in good number; wiring supplies for new 
construction under the direction of the 
Army are more active, and plastics, rub- 
ber goods, and metal trade products are 
moving ahead rapidly. Plymouth Rubber 
Co., Canton, Mass., has received another 
DFC award for additional factory equip- 
ment. Simplex Wire & Cable Co., Cam- 
bridge, is extending its plant to house new 
rubber mixing machinery and provide for 
a rubber cooling process. Djstribution line 
extensions to a Rhode Island naval depot 
will be constructed by Newport Electric 
Corp., Newport, R. I., and an aircraft con- 
trol tower contract has been awarded to 
Walsh Construction Co., Salem, Mass. 

One New England manufacturer reports 
inquiries for automotive machinery units, 
and hotels in northern New England, look- 
ing to an exceptionally brisk season, are 
planning renovations and improvements. 
Sylvania Electric Products Co. is planning 
further expansion of its war effort, and is 
undertaking a comprehensive program for 
increasing its facilities to meet post-war 
demands for its products. 

Bids were placed last week for insulating 
materials, safety switches, circuit breakers, 
and electric cable. Connecticut firms bid 
on more than 20,000 electric irons, and 
supply houses are filling orders for fair 
amounts of friction tape, fuses, small bench 
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tools, and wiring devices for outfitting 
naval repair and tender vessels. 

Sturtevant Co., Hyde Park, Mass., reports 
an active demand for fan units, and a Con- 
necticut manufacturer received an order 
for 700 toggle switches last week. Wiring 
supplies for lighting will be bought for 
a $141,755 theatre and gymnasium to be 
built by John Bowen Co., Boston. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Most electrical wholesalers report their 
1944 business to be going along on an even 
keel or even slightly better than in De- 
cember. Its nucleus is shipyard and plane 
production and a marked increase in gov- 
ernment expansion of field, camps, and sta- 
tions for the Pacific campaign. Their de- 
crease elsewhere in the country is reflected 
in easier stock conditions, prompter ship- 
ments, and lower priorities from eastern 
factories. The amount of potential busi- 
ness is somewhat cut into by the Army’s 
overhaul and inventory of its scattered 
stocks, so as to reship them where needed 
instead of making new purchases. 

New government construction includes 
$1,268,299 for Maywood, Calif., involving 
considerable electrical distribution work. 

WPB has approved a 140-mile power line 
from Fort Peck to Glendive, Mont. Other 
seasonal business covers a $13,945 award 
for 16 miles 3/0 aluminum cable on wooden 
poles in Colorado—Big Thompson 115-kv. 
system, and a $300,000 power plant in- 
volving installation of a 1,500 kw. gener- 
ator 200 miles east of Portland by Pacific 
Power & Light Co., which has been okayed 
by Army engineers subject to WPB ap- 
proval. 

Outstanding machinery orders cover a 
2,000 kw. turbo-generator set costing $75,- 
000 for a potash plant in New Mexico; 
and a $110,000 G.E. generator and switch- 
board equipment for shipboard service. 


NEW YORK 


War production appears to be near 
maximum levels except in the branches 
where requirements for the most part have 
been filled and the “cutting back” process 
is under way. Reports indicate that there 
is very little likelihood of early reconversion 
in the big producing plants now devoted to 
war work, and as far as the electrical in- 
dustry is concerned the first marked easing 
of restrictions on civilian goods will prob- 
ably be in repair parts and lighting. 

Civil engineering construction volume in 
continental U. S. totaled $26,737,000 last 
week. This volume is 48 percent below the 
total for the preceding week, 43 percent 
under that reported to Engineering News- 
Record for the corresponding 1943 week. 
and 24 percent lower than the $35,010,000 
average for the seventeen weeks of 1944. 
The week’s construction brought 1944 
volume to $595,162,000 for the seventeen 
weeks, a decrease of 5] percent from the 
$1,218,109,000 reported a year ago. 

Despite bad weather, retail trade in the 
metropolitan district was active last week. 
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SEC DECISIONS—HEARINGS 





The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, in a series of orders issued re- 
cently affecting electric utility com- 
panies: 


APPROVED PROPOSAL of John E. Dwyer, 
trustee of Inland Power & Light Corp. to 
sell to Western Light & Telephone Co. all 
the 160,000 outstanding shares of common 
stock of Kansas Power Co. for $1,360,000 
in cash plus certain adjustments. The sale 
was found by the commission to be neces- 
sary to effectuate the provisions of Section 
11, (B) of the holding company act. As a 
condition to its approval, the commission 
required Western to submit within 90 days 
of completion of the transaction a summary 
analysis of its findings as to a certain orig- 
inal cost study incorporated in the record, 
and a plan for the disposition of any 
amounts found to be applicable to accounts 
entitled plant acquisition adjustments and 
plant adjustments, as defined in the uni- 
form system of accounts promulgated by 
the Federal Power Commission. Another 
condition prohibits Western from’ per- 
mitting Kansas to pay any dividends upon 
its common stock, except out of earnings 
accruing subsequent to the date of acquisi- 
tion of such common stock by Western, 
until further order of the commission. 


Rutep THAT Pustic Service Co. of Okla- 
homa, Tulsa, is no longer a holding com- 
pany because its only public utility subsi- 
diary, Southwestern Light & Power Co., has 
been dissolved. 


APPROVED REQUEST of Engineers Public 
Service Co. to expend not more than $4 
million of its cash holdings, in the re- 
acquisition of its presently outstanding 
shares of $5, $5.50, and $6 dividend series 


preferred stock. The shares are to be 
acquired by purchases on the new 
York Stock Exchange or private pur- 


chase, at prices not to exceel $100 per 
share and accrued dividends. The commis- 
sion gave the company a period of four 
months in which to make the purchases, 
with the right to ask for an extension. 


GRANTED REQUEST of American Power & 
Light Co. for an additional four months. 
from April 10, to complete its program of 
acquisition through open-market purchase 
of parts of its outstanding gold debenture 
bonds, 6 percent series, due 2016, and its 
assumed Southwestern Power & Light Co. 
6 percent gold debenture bonds, Series A, 
due 2022. 


AT THE REQUEST of the International 
Utilities Corp. and the Dominion Gas & 
Electric Co. has obtained an order from 
Federal Judge John C. Knox fixing June 7 
for a hearing on enforcemnt of a plan of 
recapitalization for International. The plan, 
approved recently by the SEC, includes the 
merging of Dominion into International. 


APPROVED PROPOSAL of Union Electric Co. 
of Missouri to issue and sell privately 
to commercial banks, and not for resale 
to the public, notes in the principal amount 
of $9,000,000 which are to mature in not 
more than nine months, exclusive of days 
of grace, after date of issue at 114 percent 
interest annually. Commission approval 
also covered the proposed use of the pro- 
ceeds which, together with treasury funds, 
will be utilized to repay the open-account 
indebtedness of the company to its sub- 
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sidiary, Mississippi River Power Co., in 
the approximate amount of $5,700,000. 


Approved PLAN of Wheeling Electric Co. 
for redemption of outstanding 6 percent 
cumulative preferred stock, including pur- 
chase of shares held by American Gas & 
Electric Co., parent. Redemption funds 
would be provided by a $2,000,000 bank 
loan from Irving Trust Co., Bankers Trust 
Co. and Guaranty Trust Co., New York, for 
which 2 percent notes, payable semi-an- 
nually over a six-year period, will be issued, 
and by treasury funds. 


Applications Filed 


Union Exectric Co. of Missouri and its 
three subsidiaries, Mississippi River Power 
Co., Union Electric Co. of Illinois and lowa 
Union Electric Co., have filed a voluntary 
simplification plan under the Utility Hold- 
ing Company Act. All of the common stock 
of Union Electric is owned by the North 
American Co. The purpose of the plan is 
to combine substantially all the physical 
properties of Mississippi River Power and 
lowa Union with those of Ilinois Union 
and to eliminate Mississippi River Power 
and Iowa Union as separate corporate en- 
tities. In connection with the merger of 
Mississippi into Missouri Union, each share 
of preferred stock of Mississippi would be 
converted into one share of preferred stock, 
$4.50 series, of Union of Missouri, and 
each of the 408 shares of Mississippi pub- 
licly held common will be converted into 
three-fourths of a share of preferred stock, 
$4.50 series, of Union of Missouri. 


Georcia Power & Licut Co. has filed 
a recapitalization plan, which is in con- 
nection with a program announced some- 
time ago for the acquisition by Florida 
Power Corp. of the controlling interest in 
Georgia. General Gas & Electric Corp. owns 
all of the 21,650 outstanding shares of 
common stock and 4,200 shares of preferred 
stock of Georgia, and also owns all of the 
3,000,000 common shares of Florida. 


ComMONWEALTH Utmities Corp. and 
Arizona Power Corp., both subsidiaries of 
United Gas Improvement Co., filed a joint 
application for approval of the proposed 
sale by Commonwealth to James C. Tucker, 
of Chicago, of its holdings of 14,920.15 
shares of common stock, without par value, 
and 200 shares of preferred stock, also 
without par value, of Arizona Power for a 
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Net Income 
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*Central Maine Power...... 
*Central Vermont Pub. Serv. 
*Commonwealth & Southern 


$3,250,086 
476,397 


r) 
on 
SS 


ie Wi a nda ay ae eel 11,978,600 11,106,524 
*Connecticut Light & Power 3,010,232 2,919,107 
*Consolidated Edison 

(N. Y.) and subs....... 208,294 29,867,468 
*Consumers Power ......... 742,862 7,568,527 
*lowa-Illinois Gas & Elec.. 2,532,689 3,212,123 
*lowa Southern Utilities.... 415,354 405,342 
CE NE ce deedi teres 125,651 3,067,398 
*Pacific Lighting .......... 5,896,012 5,274,075 
*Public Service (N. H.).... 1,408,530 1,408,304 
*Sierra Pacific Power....... 573, 559,670 
*Sioux City Gas & Electric. 649,862 662,642 
*Westchester Lighting 448 432 


*Twelve months ended March 31. 
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total of $1,015,050. The joint application 
also covers’ the proposal of Arizona Power 
to solicit proxies and consents from its 
preferred and common stockholders for 
adoption or rejection of its consolidation 
with Arizona Electric Power Corp. and 
Arizona Power Co., the latter to continue 
as consolidated corporation. 


West Penn Power Co. has asked for 
permission to issue and sell $12 million 
principal amount of first mortgage bonds, 
Series L, 3 percent, at competitive bidding 
pursuant to the Commission’s competitive 
bidding Rule U-50. The company will use 
the proceeds from the sale of the bonds, 
together with treasury cash, to call for re- 
demption on Sept. 1, 1944, at 105 percent of 
the principal amount of its outstanding 
$12 million first mortgage bonds, Series E, 
5 percent. 


Hearings Scheduled 


May 8: On proposals by the New Mexico 
Public Service Co. and Highland Utility 
Co. to sell properties as a step in the 
liquidation of their parent, North Continent 
Utilities Corp. New Mexico would sell its 
Taos County generating plant and distrib- 
ution system to Kit Carson Electric Co-op- 
erative, Inc., for a base price of $150,000. 
Highland would sell all its properties, in- 
cluding generating plants and distribution 
systems in Springfield and Eads, Colo., for 
a base price of $278,000. Proceeds would 
be made available to North Continent, sole 
stockholder in the two companies, to be 
applied on the unpaid principal of its 
Series A 514 percent first lien collateral and 
refunding gold bonds, due 1948. 


June 8: On application of American 
States Utilities Corp. for approval of 
voluntary plant to distribute assets to 
security holders and to liquidate and dis- 
solve. Assets consist mainly of all outstand- 
ing common stock of two subsidiaries, Edi- 
son Sault Electric Co. and Southern 
California Water Co. 


June 20: At the request of Consoligated 
Electric & Gas Co. the commission has post- 
poned from April 18 to June 20 hearings on 
Consolidated proceedings on the company’s 
voluntary plan for compliance with Section 
11 (b) of the holding company act and 
other matters. In support of its application 
for a time extension, Consolidated pointed 
out that since filing the plan on July 23, 
1943, it has been actively engaged in a pro- 
gram of divestment of its investments in its 
subsidiaries. Since then Consolidated has 
disposed of its investments in 16 public- 
utility companies in its system, has con- 
tracted for the sale of its investment in a 
seventeenth company and has substantially 
completed negotiations for similar action 
with respect to six additional companies. 
The latter are expected to be effected 
within the next 60 days, the company said. 


Hungry Horse Project 
Bill Passed by House 


The House recently passed a bill 
authorizing the construction of a dam 
at the Hungry Horse site on the South 
Fork of Montana’s Flathead River be- 
hind which 1,000,000-acre-ft. of water 
would be impounded for downstream 
flow regulation and on-the-site genera- 
tion of electric energy. 

The bill provides for initial construc- 
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yn “as soon as practicable,” with final 
pmpl-tion of 1,500,000-acre-ft. of ca- 
acity as soon as materials for it could 
p had. 

Rep. Mike Mansfield, Montana 
emocrat, told the House the dam 
ould add 30,000 kw. of firm capacity 
» the five downstream plants which are 
operation today along the Flathead 
d Columbia Rivers. 


\rk-La Hearing Set 
by Arkansas Board 


Arkansas Department of Public Util- 
ies has set down for hearing on May 
the petition of four private Arkansas 
lectric companies, asking that the 
tk-La Electric Co-operative be placed 
nder regulation of the department on 
e grounds it is a private utility. 
The Ark-La co-operative was organ- 
ed as a Louisiana corporation to sup- 
ly power to the Jones Mills aluminum 
Jant at Lake Catherine, Ark. It sup- 
lies power from the Grand River Dam 
roject in Oklahoma. A_ $4,000,000 
ansmission line was constructed to 
ansmit the power 194 miles. 

At the time of its formation the en- 
re power supply for the aluminum 
lant had been offered by the South- 
estern power pool, but. the pool was 
warded a contract for only part of the 
vad, Ark-La being awarded a contract 
yr the remainder. 

Considerable attention has been 
roused over the Ark-La case because 
¢ four Arkansas utilities petitioning 
have it declared a private utility 
lleged that it has only one customer, 
1¢ aluminum plant, which is not a 
ral customer under the meaning of 
¢ rural electrification act. The peti- 
oning companies are Arkansas Power 
Light So., Southwestern Gas & Elec- 
ic Co., Oklahoma Gas & Electric Co., 
md Arkansas-Missouri Power Corp. 
The four companies are represented 
y P. A. Lasley, who formerly served 
attorney for the Arkansas Depart- 
bent of Public Utilities. 


y 


eeks California Plant 


Coos Electric Co-operative, which 
erves a large area in eastern Coos 
ounty, Ore., is trying to buy the elec- 
ic plant at Crescent City, Calif., 
wned by the Public Utilities Cali- 
mia Corp., offering $245,000. The 
oos co-op has lines in Curry County, 
re. and if it can secure the Crescent 
ity system it would extend operations 
to Del Norte County, Calif., making 
continuous service area down the 
bast, 















Sales Opportunities 


Orecon—Pacific Power & Light Co., 
Portland, has plans maturing for new hydro- 
electric generating station, with initial 
capacity of 1,500-kw., to supplement or re- 
place, as case may be, present similar gen- 
erating plant at Bend, where Deschutes 
irrigation project of government will divert 
water supply now used for operation.’ Ap- 
plication has been made for a priority rat- 
ing and work is scheduled to be carried out 
as soon as granted. Cost estimated about 
$300,000, including transmission lines for 
connection with present high-tension sys- 
tem, switching station and other facilities. 


Ou1o—National Distillers Products Corp., 
7818 Anthony Wayne Ave., Cincinnati, will 
carry out expansion in local plant now in 
service for production of commercial alcohol 
for government, with machinery and elec- 
trical equipment. Entire project will cost 
about $650,000, with financing by Defense 
Plant Corp. Work will begin soon. Main 
offices of company are at 120 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 


CaLirorniA—Bureau of Yards and Docks, 
Navy Department, Washington, D. C., has 
plans for expansion in power supply facili- 
ties at navy yard, including additional sta- 
tion equipment, power substation units and 
extensions in distribution system, with 
service connections and _ miscellaneous 
work. Appropriation of $475,000, has been 
authorized. A similar program for increased 
power supply and services will be carried 
out also at naval dry docks to cost ap- 
proximately $225,000. 


Inpt1ANA—Electric Light Department, 
Logansport, plans extensions in municipal 
steam-electric generating station, with in- 
stallation of additional equipment and re- 
modeling of certain present apparatus. No 
estimate of cost announced. It is under- 
stood project has a priority rating. 


Wasnincton—Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., plans new power substation, with 
transmission lines for main feeder service 
and distribution system extensions, esti- 
mated to cost about $100,000, in connection 
with expansion in naval supply depot. 
Project will include a series of 20 new one- 
story warehouses and storehouses, each 
200 x 600 ft., to cost approximately $7,400.- 
000, with mechanical and electrical equip- 
ment. Also, number of miscellaneous build- 
ings and structures, as well as extensions in 
boiler plant for central-heating service. 
Tast noted will cost about $400,000, with 
equipment and distribution pipe lines. En- 
tire development will cost $10,000.000, and 
appropriation has been arranged in that 
amount. Public Works Officer at depot will 
be in charge. 


Wisconsin—Northern States Power Co.. 
Eau Claire, is considering construction of 
new power substation on local site. Work 
will be carried out in connection with ex- 
tensions in transmission lines, entire project 
to cost close to $300,000, including trans- 
formers, switchgear and other equipment. 


Texas—Hughes Tool Co., 300 Hughes St., 
Houston, manufacturer of oil well drilling 
tools and other machinery, has approved 
plans for group of seven new buildings at 
plant, consisting of four separate units and 
three additions to present buildings, latter 
to include two two-story machine shops, 
20 x 500 ft., and 20 x 420 ft., respectively, 
and warehouse extension totaling close to 
100,000 sq. ft. of floor space. Entire program 
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will cost about $3,500,000, with machinery 
and electrical equipment. Project has a 
priority rating and will begin at once. 
Robert J. Cummins, Bankers’ Mortgage 
Bldg., Houston, is consulting engineer. 


District oF CoLtumpia—Navy Depart- 
ment, Washington, has Arranged appro- 
piston for expansion in Naval Research 
aboratory, including new radio research 
laberatory unit, cost about $160,000; sound 
research building, cost approximately 
$170,000; extensions in shop buildings and 
facilities, estimated at $220,000; storage 
building, $100,000, and miscellaneous struc- 
tures. Complete project will cost about 
$775,000, with mechanical and electrical 
equipment, and will be carried out under 
direction of Bureau of Yards and Docks, 
Navy Department, Washington. Work is 


‘scheduled to begin soon. 


PENNSYLVANIA—Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., has plans for expansion in power 
facilities at navy yards, including power 
substation additions, with transmission and 
distributing lines, service connections, etc., 
to cost about $825,000. A portion of this 
amount will be used for line extensions and 
other operating facilities outside immediate 
yard area. Appropriation has been arranged 
and work will be carried out at early date. 


Vircinta—City Council, Staunton, W. L. 
Hall, city manager, plans new municipal 
steam-electric power plant as a post-war 
project and is arranging fund of about 
$660,000 for building, turbine-generators, 
high-pressure boilers and auxiliary equip- 
ment. Program will include e-tensions in 
present municipally owned distribution sys- 
tem, new power substation and other operat- 
ing facilities. 


Catirornia—Navy Department, Wash- 
ington, D. C., has authorized new naval 
supply depot in Los Angeles, comprising 
group of one-story warehouses, storehouses 
and shops, totaling about 500,000 sq. ft. 
floor space, transit shed, pier and other 
structures, with mechanical and electrical 
equipment. A power substation is planned. 
with electrical distribution system. Entire 
project is estimated to cost about $5,500.- 
000. and will be carried out under direction 
of Bureau of Yards and Docks, Navy De- 
partment, Washington, D. C. 


Vircinta—Bureau of Yards and Docks, 
Navy Department, Washington, D. C.. has 
authorized expansion in power facilities 
at navy yard, including extensions in power 
substations, with transmission and distribu- 
tion lines, service connections and mis- 
cellaneous work. Cost about $350,000. Part 
of this appropriation will be used for line 
extensions outside immediate yard area. A 
similar power expansion program will be 
carried out at a second naval station, esti- 
mated to cost about $550,000. Work on both 
projects is scheduled to begin at early date. 


IpsnHo—Bureau of Reclamation, Denver, 
Colo., has been granted fund of $250,000, 
for surveys and engineering work for pro- 
posed Palisades dam on Snake River, for 
irrigation service, hydroelectric power de- 
velopment and flood control. Program is 
being arranged as an early post-war project, 
with ultimate cost estimated at close to 
$25.000,000, including hydroelectric gen- 
erating station, transmission and distribu- 
tion lines, power substations. pumping 
plants and other operating facilities. Branch 
office of Bureau at Idaho Falls will be in 


charge. 
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Fuse Cutout 


To provide overcurrent protection by 
means of a fuse link but without the con- 
ventional hinged fuseholder tube, cutout has 





15,000 volts. General Electric Co., 


pen fuse cutout: rated 50 amp., 7,500/12,- 
nec 


clamp-type line terminals, wet-process solid 
porcelain insulator and spring contact 
arms. Fuse is supported in tension between 
spring contacts. When fuse link blows, 
spring tension of the contacts widely sepa- 
rates the severed ends of the link. A switch 
stick is used to re-fuse the cutout. 


Lighting Units 


Designed to provide a blend of light 
from incandescent and mercury lamps two- 
unit fixtures are available for general or 





Dualight™ twin-han ger unit: tapped for %-i 
conduit stem: uses 500-watt PS-40 and 750 


0O-watt PS-5 


v2 © 
2 incandescent lamp, in cor 
@ 400-watt T-i6 mercury lame 
th appropriate Permaflector Pittsburgh 
Reflector Co., O 


unction wit 


< 
> 
w 


ding. Pittsburgh 
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localized lighting in industrial plants. 
“Shaped mirrors” of silvered glass provide 
light control for broad, medium, or con- 
centrated light distribution from low- or 
high-bay mounting. Units are equipped with 
removable plate for wiring, Mogul sockets, 
safety holders and reflector retaining rings. 


Boiler Meter 


Boiler ratio meter: steam-flow. air-flow type 
Cochrane Corporation, 3144 North !7th St., 
Philadelphia 32, Pa. 


Operator can establish relation of air 
supply to fuel supply (measured by steam 
generated) by adjustable cam in the air- 
flow mechanism. Reading is provided by a 
red indicating pointer on a white 10-in. 
scale, movement of pointer is three times 
as great as the differences between the 
pens. Steam-flow mechanism is standard 
Cochrane friction-free electric flow meter. 
Air flow mechanism is based on responsive 
Hays slack diaphragm, equipped with an 
electric motor follow-up. 


veo Electrodes 


elec- 
The Anthony Carlin Company, 2717 
Oh 


e 
$ 
East 75th St.. Cleveland 


a 3 


Grades PAI" and P.103 welding 


Two additions to the company’s line. 
Grade P-61 (AWS Classification E6012) is 
a shielded arc. general purpose, straight 
polarity d.c. electrode for welding mild 
steel in all positions, and has been designed 
for fast production. Grade P-103 (AWS 
Classification E6011 and ASME Par. U-68) 
is a shielded arc a.c. electrode suitable for 
all-position welding and for low-alloy high- 
strength steels. 


Floor Runner 


Dura-Val"’ floor runner: available in rolls 36 
n. wide by 30 ft. long. So-Lo Works, Inc., 
oveland, Ohio 


Composition floor runner is said to look, 
feel and wear like rubber, yet requires no 
priority since no rubber is used in its man- 
ufacture. It has a ribbed, non-skid surface, 
is stated to be waterproof and washable, to 
lay flat and to maintain its position under 


traffic. 





BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT? — 
McGraw-Hill’s Electrical] Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to look first for 
manufacturers’ product data, names and 
addresses. 
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Test Press 























































Press has |, en \, 
veloped for dete, 
mination of speri 
fications. Campin, 
portion is stated 
make it pos-ible , 
test articles of yas 
out heights  vitho, 
retooling. Sone 4 
plications » 
strength of materi) 
and design, simulg 
ing expansion an 
contraction, — rapi 
porosity and ser, 

age, impre enatig 
of  aluminum-my 
nesium alloys, 





Hydrostatic test press: Denison Engineering 
Co., Columbus, Ohio. 





Insulation Tester 


Model ‘'C-2 direct-readin megohmer 
open circuit test potential volts dc 
ranges 0-200 megohms, 0-2,000, 0-20,000 and 
0-200,000 ohms. Herman H. Sticht Company, 
Inc., 27 Park Place New York 7, N. 


Self-contained instrument has a spi 
proof storage battery for power supp) 
which is stepped up by a vibrator trans 
former circuit to test potential. Chargis 
circuit is included to charge the batte 
from an a.c. or d.c. supply. Condition 
charge can be checked at any time. 


Unit Heaters 


Unit developed to heat isolated buil 
ings or offices. Motor driven fan provid 
constant air circulation. Heaters from | 
kw. to 4 kw. can be supplied with eye bd 
for ceiling or wall suspension, or equip) 
with a handle permitting them to be ux 
as a portable unit. The larger capacity hez 
ers from 5 kw. to 60 kw. are equipped fi 
suspension mounting only. Standard 2 
watt heaters are stated to produce appre 
mately 82 percent of rated capacity w! 
operated on 208 volts. 


M 


CU 
ca 


‘Electromode’’ ‘ndustrial unit heaters; 8 su 
pension models: 4 portable models: 230 ¥ 
capacities 1.5 to 60 kw. a.c.; 5122 to 204m 
Btu.: 500 to 4,100 cfm. lepowant. Electric 
Air Heater Co., Mishawaka, Ind. 














THIS t. Saves Space, Weight, 
Structural and Other Critical 
Materials ... and is Low in Maintenance Costs 


More and more substations are going to this type of protection—specifying S&C 

type “SM” Power Fuses for their known dependability, uniform accuracy in time- 

current characteristics and high interrupting capacity. They are rated to 33KV in 

capacities from 1 to 400 amperes, and are available for indoor or outdoor service. 
Bulletin 200E gives complete data. It will pay you to send for it. 


SCHWEITZER & CONRAD, INC. 
4435 Ravenswood Avenue, Chicago 40, U.S.A. 
Supplied in Canada through Powerlite Devices, Ltd., Toronto 


TYPE "SM’ 
POWER FUSES 


EXPERIENCE CHOOSES S&C PUSS ES 
































These Units Ready for 
Quick Shipment—Now! 


STEP UP 


Motor end 
Lighting 
Performance! 


tc BANK of three Allis-Chalmers Dry-Type Trans- 
formers, below, assures better voltage regulation, lower 
line losses in a large west coast shipyard. 

The units are installed right next to the equipment they 
serve, yet they’re up .. . out of the way. A long run of 
heavy secondary copper was saved. Man-hours and money 
were saved . . . because fireproof vaults weren’t needed. 
There is no insulating liquid to test, filter or change... 
saving on maintenance. And because these drip-free units 
go up anywhere — on posts, beams, platforms, etc, — 
valuable floor space is saved! 

Allis-Chalmers Dry-Type Transformers are ready for quick 
shipment now. For details, see our nearby district office. 
Or write, ALLIS-CHALMERS, MILWAUKEE 1, WISCONSIN. 


CHECK THESE 
TRANSFORMER 
FEATURES: 


Smaller, Adaptable Size 
— permitting quick, easy 





changeover, 


Easy-To-Get-At connec- 








tions and knockouts; fast 
installation, 


Windings Separated by 





solid insulation — meet 
safety requirements for 
inside buildings, 


Coils Heavily Impregnated 





— rendering windings re- 
sistant to moisture. 

Wide Range of Sizes — 
112 to 500 kva, single and 
3-phase, with incoming 
voltages up to 15,000 v. 
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ALLIS-CHALMERS _—— 





